September 2016
Dear Friends,
To follow the pattern of Ecclesiastes, “There is a time for saying hello and a time for saying goodbye!”
About nineteen months ago we had the opportunity to say hello to one another, although with winter’s
storms cancelling worship two weeks in a row, we wondered whether that chance would ever come!
However, it did come and I have been grateful ever since. Now the time has come to say goodbye not as
friends for such does not easily come and go, but with the calling of your new Settled Pastor our relationship changes as I will no longer be the Pastor of Green Street.
For me, it has been a wonderful journey. You welcomed me with open arms! I have had the privilege of
working with a fine congregation that is committed to its own growth and to carrying the Gospel message
into the world of which we are a part. I have witnessed many come forward to give leadership and support.
I have learned a lot. I have benefited from your insights, ideas and enthusiasm. Yes, as is true in all of life,
one can look back and see where some things might have been done differently, where other directions
might have been taken and where a different word, idea, or approach might have been helpful. However,
as I look back I give a great big and heartfelt THANK YOU for the privilege I have had to serve as your
Interim Pastor during this period of transition.
Now you come to yet another time of transition as you welcome Rev. Michael Woolf as your new Settled
Pastor, learn to work together, and discover the joy of exploring how Green Street can best carry out its
mission. Based upon my experience I know that you will welcome his arrival with open arms, be eager to
work with him, be open to learning from each other, and to discovering the ways and means by which
Green Street can continue to be a vital force as it seeks to both understand and express the Love of God in
these days where the message of God’s love is so desperately needed. My prayer and best wishes are with
you and Michael as you begin your work together.
My prayer is also one of thanksgiving for who you are, for your presence in my life, for your struggles and
witness, and that you will continue to be open to the leading of God as you and Michael work together.
Sincerely,
George
George H. Sinclair, Jr.
Interim Pastor

Green Street Baptist Church welcomes
Reverend Michael C. Woolf as the new Settled Pastor.
His first worship service will be held on September 18th at 10:00am

Welcoming Rev. Michael C. Woolf as Green Street’s New Settled Pastor
As we say a fond farewell to Rev. Sinclair on Sunday, September
11th after over a year and a half with his trusted guidance as our
Interim Pastor, we prepare for Rev. Woolf’s arrival starting
September 12th. Rev. Woolf’s first Worship Service as our
Settled Pastor will be on Sunday, September 18th
(remember, both services will start at 10AM). Everyone will
want to be present to WELCOME Michael into his new Church
Home. Following the Worship Service will be our Annual Church
Picnic at the Elk’s Lodge in Saugus that all should enjoy.
Sunday, November 6th will be the Official Installation of
our new Settled Pastor. We have been blessed at Green Street in
many ways; and, Rev. Starr, Rev. Sinclair and now Rev. Woolf
are three shining examples of His hand at work here in Melrose
at Green Street. Thanks be to God!
Special Coffee Hour to Thank George—September 11
On Sunday, September 11th, the Worship Service will be at 10AM followed by a Special
Coffee Hour when we will honor George for serving as our Interim Pastor for over a year
and a half. There will be extra special treats during the Coffee Hour, as well as a presentation in appreciation of his guidance during this transition time.
Annual Church Picnic! September 18
What better way to welcome our new Settled Pastor on his first Worship Service and
celebrate Green Street Baptist’s new chapter, than to have an All Church Picnic!
Festivities will be after Worship Service at the Elks Lodge in Saugus at 401 Main St.
Be there or be square!
MOGS – September 17 at 8:00AM Church Kitchen
MOGS will be getting together to share stories about our summer break adventures,
have an always enjoyable “Omelet in a Bag” breakfast, review MOGS events of last
year and plan for 2016/2017. I hear that a Brother has been practicing his guitar and is
ready to accompany us for a musical return visit to the Oosterman Rest Home! Bring
ideas along for events and please let David Hamilton know if you plan to attend.
Open Hearts Women’s Bible Study Reconvening September 15
Come join a group of women for fellowship and biblical teaching. Sandra LaPerche will
be leading the study and welcomes new members to join. Meets Thursdays, 12:302:00PM in the Starr Parlor from September 15– November 17 (no study on October
27). Contact Sandra at sandy.laperche@gmail.com if interested.

MISSIONWORKS
2016

TABCOM MissionWorks 2016, October 14 –15. Calling Adults & Youths!
This year’s conference title is “Walk With Me. I Am Listening. What is Your Story?”
and focuses on developing better listening skills and seeks to understand those who God
will have us interact with. We hope adults and youths in our congregation will attend for
an opportunity to be shaped by this message. Attached flyer has more details. See Susan
Hamilton and Kathy Dixon for scholarship information.

****************************
WORSHIP SCHEDULE: September 11th and 18th worship starts at 10:00AM.
Starting September 25th, changes back to 11:00AM.

UPDATES FROM COMMITTEES
BOARD OF DEACONS by Ann Barr, Chairperson
The Board of Deacons met on August 7th, 2016. Discussions included Steve Morrow’s plans to record the Sunday
Worship Service, Diaconate Duties, George’s last day, September 11th and Michael’s first day, September 12th.
SOCIAL ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE By Ann Barr
The Social Activities Committee has begun planning activities for the fall, including our 2nd Annual Tailgate Party
on Sunday, October 16th and other fun activities. Stay tuned!
BREAD OF LIFE By Susan Hamilton
Much thanks to all who helped make August’s Bread of Life a success. Your time and talents made a difference to
those we served. Our next Bread of Life date is November 30th at their new location: American Legion Post 69, 368
Pleasant St., (Rt. 60) in Malden.

Second Annual TAILGATE PARTY—Sunday, October 16
Last year’s event was a great success, so let’s do it again! Bring your hammock chairs and watch the game on the big screen. More details to come.

Green Street Movie Showing Coming this Fall….
You don’t want to miss “Miracles from Heaven”! Based on the incredible true
story of a young girl suffering from a rare digestive disorder who finds herself
miraculously cured after surviving a terrible accident. Date will be announced
shortly.

Installation of
Reverend Michael C. Woolf

Installation of New Settled Pastor, Rev. Michael C. Woolf
Please mark your calendars for Sunday, November 6th for the Official Installation of our new Settled Pastor, Reverend Michael Woolf to be held at
Green Street Baptist Church.

Update on Habitat Home in Lowell

Many thanks to the Green Street Family
and Friends who continue to help us support
and stay in touch with Lozitha and Simphiwe
who moved into their Habitat Baptist Home
in June. Pictured here, Simphiwe on his first
“ready to ride” bicycle, with Steve Austin
representing our Green Streets Family and
Friends. As Simphiwe explained “THIS IS
THE BEST DAY EVER!”

Servants Heart
Stuffing Mix—small boxes, Instant Potatoes, Quick Bread Mix
Pantry of Hope
Black Olives (whole), Cranberry
Sauce, Quick Bread Mix
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The youth in grades 7-12 will have an
opportunity to engage in real conversations,
brainstorm about life on the mission field,
and explore missional opportunities available
to them. The conversations will be cofacilitated by Rev. Melanie Towle, pastor at
FBC/Brockton.
The special mission project will be to build
and decorate three “Buddy Benches” to be
given to camp Canonicus, Grotonwood and
Oceanwood. It will be a reminder to make
space and invite others to sit with and engage
in conversations whenever possible.
You will have an opportunity to visit many of
the exhibitors’ tables, like Equal Exchange
and Church World Service.
See you in October!
Rev. Sandra Dorsainvil, Associate Executive
Minister for Mission & Stewardship
(TABCOM)
Presented & Sponsored By:
American Baptist Churches of Rhode Island
www.abcori.org
Canonicus Camp and Conference Center
54 Exeter Road, Exeter, RI
Tel: 401-294-6318
www.canonicus.org
American Baptist Churches of Massachusetts
www.tabcom.org
Grotonwood Camp and Conference Center
167 Prescott St, Groton, MA
Tel: 978-448-5763
www.grotonwood.org
Oceanwood Camp and Conference Center,
17 Royal St, Ocean Park, ME
Tel: 207-934-9655
www.oceanwood.org
Registration Questions? Contact:
Wendy Maxfield @ 978-448-1445
tabcom.missionworks@gmail.com

GREETINGS
The MissionWorks planning team is excited
about this year’s conference and theme:
“Walk with me. I am listening. What is your
story?” Our faith journeys have us
meandering through Micah 6:8, Matthew
22:9&10, Luke 9:57 & 24:15 as well as John
4:7. Encountering God along the various
missional paths and noticing the flutter in
our hearts as transformation happens.
This year, we will find out how we can be
better equipped to have intentional
conversations with “the other” and develop
better listening skills as we minister in war
torn areas and neighborhoods we are
unfamiliar with. We will learn to reach out
to ex-offenders, new immigrants and
refugees and college students who are
homeless. The mission fields are changing.
Here are some of the confirmed speakers
who will inspire us:
Rev. Sarah Buteux, Pastor of Common
Ground Church at First Churches in
Northampton will open the conference
Friday night by having us re-imagine
Church and the mission field.
Rev. Sharon Koh, Executive Director of
International Ministries at ABCUSA will
share her vision and get us “On the Road.”

MISSIONWORKS
2016
CONFERENCE
OCTOBER 14 & 15

“Go to the street corners and invite
to the banquet anyone you find.”
Matthew 22:9

Walk With Me.
I Am Listening.
What Is Your Story?

Rev. Rich & Laura Freeman will offer
insights into how they partner with other
Christians, as missionaries in Turkey.
Rev. Jabulani McCalister will close the
conference on Saturday by reminding us
that “Our Faith tells us about welcoming
the neighbor and break the chains of fear.”
We keep our eyes on Jesus who
strengthens us while we work for peace and
justice in Angola, Maine, or Providence.

Held At:
Double Tree by Hilton
99 Erdman Way, Leominster, MA
Tel: 978-534-9000

Walk With me

I am listening

Rev. Sarah Buteux, Pastor of Common Ground
Church at First Churches in Northampton

Rev. Sharon Koh, Executive Director of
International Ministries at ABCUSA

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 14

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 15

(Registration starts at 3pm)

(Registration starts at 7:30am)

4:00pm “Report from the Mission fields” where
up-dates will be given about Habitat in Lowell,
MBMM in Lexington, Murrow Home in OK
and FBC/East Greenwich in Nicaragua.

8:30am-8:45am Rev. Sandra Dorsainvil will
open the day with a spirited welcome

6pm-7:45pm Official start of the conference,
Dinner & Rev. Sarah Buteux, Pastor of
Common Ground Church to address what it
means to “Re-Imagine Church.”
8pm-9pm, Four concurrent workshops to
stimulate conversations: 1)What have the youth
been up to?, 2)Getting to know Rev. Sharon
Koh, 3)Ministering in Turkey and 4)Learning
how to engage and listen.
8pm-10pm, Special Mission Project -- You will
have an opportunity to join others in building,
decorating, painting “Buddy Benches.” Once
finished, the benches will be donated to our
home mission sites: Canonicus, Grotonwood
and Oceanwood camps. Our touches of love
will let others know to sit, share and witness
Christ’ love. “Buddy benches” are popular in
schools & help children witness hope & love.

8:45am-9:45am Devotion and Worship will
help open our hearts to receiving Rev. Sharon
Koh’s message, to stay “On the Road”
10:00am-12:15pm Two one hour sessions of
concurrent workshops: 1)Missionaries in New
Hampshire, Sub Sahara Africa & Thailand
share their ministries, 2)Ministering within the
Tuscarora Indian Nation, 3)Reaching the
college students who are homeless & on the
Dean’s list, 4)A Ministry Of Sharing Health in
Nicaragua, 5)Partnering with other Christians
in Turkey, 6)Having real conversations with
teens and young adults, 7)How to offer safe
communities to uprooted people, 8)The South
Providence Neighborhood Ministry, 9)What
happens after prison?, 10)How to walk with
our neighbors and Adopt A Block,
11)Building Buddy Benches.

What is your story?

Rev. Jabulani McCalister, Pastor of Calvary
Baptist Church in Rhode Island

2:00pm-2:35pm Rev. Jabulani McCalister will
close the conference by reminding us that “Our
Faith teaches us how to welcome the stranger,
and break the chains of fear.”
This year’s MissionWorks offering will go to
support our five year cycle of Mission
Adventures to New Orleans, Haiti, Tuscarora
Indian Nation, and Alaska.
The conference will end at 3:30pm
Throughout the conference, you will have
many opportunities to meet a few of our
commissioned International Missionaries and
Home Missionaries: Rev. Fela Barrueto
(ABHMS),Karen Smith (IM & Thailand),
Rev. Rich & Laura Freeman (Turkey),
Marilyn Raatz (Sub-Sahara Africa).
We have been able to negotiate a special hotel
room price of $90+ tax at the Double Tree in
Leominster. Call the hotel at 978-534-9000
before October 2, 2016 and request the
“TABCOM/ MissionWorks” rate.

12:30pm-1:45pm Banquet Lunch, Offering &
Report from our teens and young adults.

“”To act justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God.“ Micah 6:8

