May 2016
Dear Friends,
Summer is knocking at our door and I am sure that we are eager for it to enter. My guess is that for
many of us, if not for all, summer brings a change of pace as well as a change of seasons. Whether in
our personal or work lives, whether with family or friends, whether re-visiting time tested experiences
or anticipating new ones we are looking forward to its arrival and all that comes with it.
These next weeks also give us opportunities to look back and to review how it all went, where changes
might be made and what we might hold up in thanksgiving. It also provides occasions to think about
what lies ahead and to do some planning for those re-occurring events which have come to mean so
much to us and to plan for the changes that we know are coming.
In that respect our personal lives and our life in the church are similar and at many points intertwined.
Thus I hope that each one of us will pause long enough to look back and to look forward. What is it we
want in our own lives? What is it we would like to see at Green Street? How do the two interact and
what can each of us do to bring these two together.
A church is a community of believers. To function well it needs the support and cooperation of all.
Each has her/his own gifts and opportunities to exercise them. Sometimes we discover new gifts when
we are challenged to step outside of our comfort zone. That can be very exciting. I invite each of us to
take some time in the summer to look back and then to look forward. Let us do so with thanksgiving
and joy for the opportunities that lie ahead.
The summer Union Services have been reduced in number for the summer of 2016. The rest of the
summer we will be worshiping at our own church with doors always open to others in the community
or those who are passing by. The summer schedule is thus as follows:
July 3: Communion Sunday at Green Street Baptist Church
July 10: Union Service at United Methodist Church
July 17: Union Service at Green Street Baptist Church
July 24: Union Service at First Congregational Church
July 31: Union Service at Highland Congregational Church
August 7 through September 4: Worship at Green Street Baptist Church
More detail will follow, but I thought the information above would be helpful as each of us plans for the
summer. I hope as many as are in town will be present for worship with our friends and neighbors. As
stated above, beginning with August 7th, we will be worship at Green Street Baptist Church.
A blessed summer to all,
George
George H. Sinclair, Jr.
Interim Pastor
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Thank you to all who have responded and submitted updates to their contact information. If your information has
changed and you have not yet alerted Florence, please contact her at secretarygsbc@comcast.net or 781-665-7331.

UPDATES FROM COMMITTEES
BOARD OF TRUSTEES by Russ Barr, Chairperson
The Trustees met on April 21, 2016 and Rev. Sinclair opened the meeting with a word of prayer. We welcomed
Ward Hamilton to the board. The Secretary’s report by Lo Zwicker was accepted as written. Steve Morrow presented the Treasurer’s Report followed by David Hamilton’s Financial Secretary report. Property Committee
items were discussed. Old items included the Serve Safe Certificate expiration, the defibrillator and the boiler.
Ward Hamilton volunteered to become the next person to be Serve Safe Certified. New items included the Church
Directory, furnishing the Ward Room, additional Dockside money from the Monday Night fundraiser and the
receipt of the organ plaque at the Organ Dedication.
BOARD OF DEACONS by Ann Barr, Chairperson
The Board of Deacons met on April 25, 2016. We welcomed Chad Robinson to his first meeting. Discussions
included church attendance, Diaconate Duties, the need for more people to volunteer for the children’s story,
delivery of tulips to shut-ins, the spring cantata, organ dedication and lay leadership during the worship service.
SEARCH COMMITTEE by Ann Barr, Chairperson
The Search Committee has been working diligently toward the goal of selecting and presenting our next proposed
settled pastor. At a presentation on Sunday, April 17, we updated the church family on the many steps we have
taken, and where we were at that time in the process. We continue to conduct candidate interviews and will update
the church family on our progress through congregational meetings and the Evangel. When we have timely information to share, we have the Mid-Week email to use as well. Please feel free to speak to members of the Search
Committee if you have questions or comments. Your Search Committee members are Ann Barr, David Diller,
Kathy Dixon, David Hamilton, Steve Morrow, Linda Solmonson and ValerieWolf.
SOCIAL ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE By Ann Barr
The Social Activities Committee planned two events for the Green Street church family for April. The first was a
fun, well attended Italian Buffet on April 9. Two weeks later, on April 24, Leslie Lee and Steve Gretz presented a
concert of gospel music and sing-alongs sprinkled with their unique brand of humor. We’re looking forward to
Leslie and Steve’s next visit!
Our next event is a Progressive Supper for Saturday, May 21. We haven’t done this event in ten years, so it’s time!
The festivities will begin at Green Street in the Starr Parlor. The first course is a salad bar which will begin at 5PM
and will be sponsored by Ann & Rusty Barr. Judy and Buck Locke will be providing the dessert at the end of the
evening. We are looking for additional hosts for Appetizers, Soup and the Main Course. Feel free to double up
with friends and show off your culinary skills! If you are interested in hosting a course, please email Ann Barr at
nanabarr@aol.com or call her at 781-246-0817.
Invite a friend and join us for a musical offering!
ORGAN RECITAL
KATIE Yosua
Friday, May 6 at 7:00pm
Green Street Baptist Church

MOGS - Saturday, May 7 at 8:00am
The MOGS will be quickly preparing items to be baked for the Mother’s Day Coffee Hour, and then heading up to
the Starr Parlor for a presentation by fellow member of MOGS and Malden Police Chief Kevin Sheridan, “Civilian
Response to an Active Shooter Event.”
PROGRESSIVE DINNER— Saturday, May 21 starting at 5:00pm
Festivities will start at 5:00pm in the Starr Parlor with a Salad Bar sponsored by Ann
and Russ Barr. Judy and Buck Locke will be sponsoring the dessert at the end of the
evening. Join the fun and sign up in the Narthex!
Interested in hosting an Appetizer, Soup or the Main Course? See Ann Barr.

A BIG THANK YOU TO ALL WHO HELPED CLEAN UP CHURCH
GROUNDS ON SATURDAY, APRIL 30!
Thank you to all who came out on Saturday, April 30th to help with the Spring
Church Grounds Clean Up! The grounds look beautiful thanks to you!

Thanksgiving in may food collection
From now through June 19, we have the privilege to help stock two local food pantries
for the summer months. We encourage everyone to participate because there is a great
need in our community. In the past you have responded and participated with great
enthusiasm and generosity. On June 19, we will have a dedication for the collection.
Pantry of Hope: Cereal, Fruit Packs (4 or 6 pks), Mac & Cheese, Marmalade, Olive
Oil, Peanut Butter
Thanksgiving
In may

Servant’s Heart: Cereal, Cooking Oil, Mac & Cheese, Pudding Packs (4 or 6 pks)
Fruit Packs – Mixed Fruit or Peaches (4 or 6 pks), Rice-A-Roni, Ketchup
STAY TUNED! THE MOVIE ‘RISEN’ HAS BEEN
POSTPONED. DATE WILL BE ANNOUNCED
SOON.
‘Risen’ is the epic Biblical story of the Resurrection, as
told through the eyes of a non-believer. Clavius (Joseph
Fiennes), a powerful Roman military tribune, and his
aid Lucius (Tom Felton) are tasked with solving the
mystery of what happened….
To check the trailer, visit: http://www.risen-movie.com/

SNAPSHOTS FROM 2016 NEW ORLEANS MISSION ADVENTURE TRIP
April 16-23, Susan Hamilton, Martin Finigian, Rev. Sandra Dorsainvil, Cathy and Ken Strum traveled to New
Orleans for a Mission Trip. They were part of a team of 28, working alongside brothers and sisters and brought
the love and light of Jesus.

Dear Friends Susan & I became involved in a Habitat Home Build this past summer in Lowell, MA, that is being sponsored by a group of Lowell Baptist Churches and some local companies. Half of the funds needed to be
raised by the churches ($55K) is within sight; and, our church (Green Street Baptist in Melrose) has committed to raise funds for the siding ($6K) for the home. Our Mission Committee and Church Council have authorized up to $3K from our Mission Projects Fund to be matched with donations from our church family and
friends to hit the $6K target. If you feel that this is a worthy project, and are willing to help us raise the $3K
needed, it would provide a "hand up" versus a "hand out" (as Habitat says) to the family who will live in this
home. There is a no interest loan that would be paid back to Habitat by the new homeowner to keep the program going and growing; and, each new homeowner is required to work on the building of their home ... the
"sweat equity" that each of us who have volunteered to work on the home's construction can appreciate. It is
an excellent program, and one that I truly believe is our opportunity to live the life that shows "From everyone to whom much has been given, much will be required."
In the photos below you can see a team from Green Street who spent a summer Saturday working on-site
erecting walls, among other tasks; and, a few days before that, our good friend since Jr. High, Bill Griffith,
and Dave worked with a Lowell youth, Devin, to put on the sub-floor decking. Yes, without a nail gun ... not
sure who that is in the last photo who looks like he hit the deck, but he does look familiar. It is all good!
If you would like to contribute, please make your tax deductible check payable to Green Street Baptist
Church, and mail it to 179 Green Street, Melrose, MA 02176, with a note, or write on the memo section
of the check that it is for the Habitat Build Project. Your consideration of supporting this worthy cause is
greatly appreciated.
Any questions, please let us know. Thank you!
Peace,
Susan & Dave
978-717-5541 - Home
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4—Kevin Desrosiers
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6—Larry French
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13—Katie Yosua
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16—Linda Solmonson
19—Judy Locke
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13—Sandra & Lee LaPerche
18—Ward & Andrea Hamilton
20—Buck & Judy Locke
24—Jim & Ingrid Long

